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= His is ſpoken of. N d. 10 youll e 
8 find mention'd before, ver 13. where 
5 it is ſaid, Happy is the Man that finder 
Milan,; fo Solomon ſtiles Religion and 
Pirie, who knew the beſt of any Man what 
. Wiſdom truly was; and in Truth nothing elſe 
can have any. juſt Title to that Name, tho no- 
thing be more common than for the crafty Poli- 
of the Wicked to uſurp it. K 
a And as it was uſual with the Ancients to re- 
pteſent Wiſdom in the Perſon of a Woman with 
leer Arms ſtretch'd forth, not only to direct, but 
to reward her Followers, as ſhe ſtands in Ce- 
begs Table placd on an Eminence, above the 
Vices and the Pleaſures of the World, inviting 
all that are able to paſs 2 them to a ſuperior 
p and much happier State; ſo Solomon here re 
4 ſents Wiſdom in the like Form of a Noble Per- 
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ſonage, ſhewing the Happineſs of a virtuous 
Life, and makes her Power ſuch, as to have all 
Bounty of Worth and Value to beſtow, and her 
unty ſuch, as to be ready to prefent with 
both Hand: the moſt valuable Things to all that 
are worth of them. 

It may be in this place he might, upon ano- 
q ther gore — Reaſon, chuſe to ſer = 
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dom before us in this Figure, by way of Antztheſss 
to the range or aduiteroms M ums in the um 
ing Chapter, whoſe Houſe he cautions Men to 
avoid, for that it inclineth unto: Death; upon 
which he comes in this Chapter to preſent Wiſs 
dom to us as a much lovelier Perſon, and inſi- 
nitely more worthy of our Eſteem, for that ſhe. 
never fails of making thoſe happy who obtai 
#her ; ſhe generally makes them happy in a Jon 
Life, in a plentiful Fortune, and in an honou- 
rable Character and Reputation; theſe are the 
Bleſſings ſhe holds forth to us; Length of Days 
is in her Right Hand, and in her Left Pay Riches. 
and Honour. $9 | | PSs 
But beſides that God is pleaſed to give ſuch, 
Encouragements to Religion in his holy Word, 
which {hall laſt to all Ages, he is in his infinite 
Goodneſs further pleaſed, in every Age, to ſhew 
us this exemplified in ſome very ſignal Inſtances, 
in Perſons ſo bleſſed in the Reward. of their 
Wiſdom, or their great Virtue and Piety; and 
Inſtances of this Kind, when they are very re- 
markable, ſtrike ſo on Men's Senſes, that hows. 
ever they may overlook ſuch a Text, or paſs it 
cover with little or no Reflection upon it, yet 
they {hall not be able to avoid obſerving the- 
Truth of it ſo exemplified and fulfilled, when 
the Light of it ſhines before Men in ſuch illu- 
ſtrious Objects of your Admiration as draw all 
Men's Eyes upon them, as arreſt and fix their 
Thoughts on the mighty Eacouragements to 
Virtue which they fee in them, and will force 


Reflections from them which ſhall very ſenſibly, 
| bo AA EA A 
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Funeral of Sir Stephen Fox, Kt. 5 
affect them, and which are oſten found the moſt 
powerful of all out ward Motives to incline Men 
to the like virtugus Curſes. 
And whenever God; ſets. before our Eyes the 
Rewards of Wiſdom in any ſuch great Inſtances 
as. we are to ook upon it not only as an 
aty to thoſe of his Ser- 


87 


Honour. 7 T77 br 

Now the Goodneſs of God in this Method of 
his Providence to encourage Piety and Virtue, 
hath not in this, or perhaps in any former Age, 
appear d more fignally than in the happy Eſtate 
of this Eminent Perſon, whoſe Remains are now 
before us; nor are we likely ever to have any 
Man's Character that ſhall better recommend 
to us that Wiſdom which is ſo recommended in 
the Words of the Text, and therefore I know not 
how Tran better improve a Difcourſe upon them 
than by making ſome Reflections on that me- 
morable Life, which will beſt deſcribe this Wiſ⸗ 
dom, With all the great Rewards of it. 
And as we are now on the Place of his Birth, 
where the Monuments we ſee of it may be Ex- 
amples to the World in this and all 
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Ages, of Piety towards God, and of Charity to 
| our Poor Brethren, (* this Structure will ever 
| be a noble Teſtimony of his Love of God, and 
| the + other is like unto it, in the Teſtimony it 
| ves of his Love to his Neighbour) Should I paſs 
| over in Silence, that in tis Place this Great 
| Man had his Birth ? of honeſt Parents,” of good 
| Report, particularly the great > hs were 
_ obferv'd to take in well educating and diſpoſing 

of their Children, was remarkable in their Cir- 

cumſtances, which at that time were not 4 1 

I fpeak this to his greater Honour, for (if I may 

on this Occaſion be allow'd to ſay it) tis more 

to his real Honour, than if he had found his Pat 

mily as great as he has left it. Other Notions I 

know have long obtain'd among us, and if they 

had not, the Perſon we are now ſpeaking of hat 

loſt an Opportunity he frequently rools of exer- 

ciling his Humility, as he oiten took'Occaſioa ta 

mention his Condition before his Advancement. 

And if after ſuch Mention of his Birth, we 

take no more Notice of his private Condition 

(tho? muclx of that might be very exemplary) we 

ſhall paſs over but a ſmall Part of his Life; for 

when the great Hiſtorian of our. Age ſpeaks of 
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+ An Hoſpital fer Six Old Men and Six Old Womev, 4 near Ruild- 
ing, with a Chappel in it, and handſom Lodgings for. a Chiplain, who' 
* there, and hath the Title of Warden of the Hoſpital; it # en- 
dow'd with 1331. per Annum. There ig 2 a Charity School, 
whereja we taught Six Boys and Sjx Girls, all as bus ſole Charge. 
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Funeral of Sir Stephen Fox, . 3 
him, as the moſt ſerviceable Perſon about the 
King, Charles II. when beyond Sea, at Which 

time the Charge of governing the Expences f 
the King's Family was committed to him, he 
thinks 1 to take expreſs Notice of his being a 
young Man for ſuch a Charge, he might he tlien 
about 27, an Age that's rarely qualified for/go- 
verning the Affairs of an ordinary Family, yet 
at that Age he wanted no Qualification which 
ſuch a Province could require, as that great 
Judge bears him Witneſs, he mas then very well 


furniſb'd with wages, Honeſiy and Diſcretion, 


for the Diſcharge of ſuch a Truſt, and his great In- 
duſtry, Modeſty and Prudence, did ver) much contri- 
bute to the bringing that Family,which for many Tears 

had been under no Government, into very good Or- 
der, by which his Majeſty in the pinching Straits of 
his Condition enjoy very much Eaſe from that Time. 


Among the many Characters (which are the 
great Ornaments of that noble Hiſtory) we may 
juitly queſtion whether there be any one more 
remarkable than this, wherein we ſee in ſo 
young a Man not ng thoſe excellent Qualities, 
which might be the Happineſs of a good Tem- 
per, of the Effect of a good Education, but ſo 
much Prudence and Diſcretion , that there 
ſeem' d to be nothing left tor him to learn from 
the Experience of his riper Years; but all his 
Life after was fo full of good Works of all Kinds, 
to the Glory of God, the Honour of the King- 
dom, the Benefit of the Publick, and the Relief 
of the Poor of all forts, and many of them fo ve- 
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| ry * extraordindry in their Kind, as may e 
i us-look on all we ſee of him in that Character 
þ but as the beginning of his Wiſdom; ſurely few 


. ha ve been known to begin with fo great a Stock, 
| and no one ever made greater Improvement of 
1 the Stock he began with. . 
| We ſee at what Age he, by his Wiſdom, con- 
| tributed more to the Relief of the King in his 
| Exile, than the greateſt Subject in Exgland could 
do out of his Eſtate, or than the greateſt Prince 
Abroad who gave him Aſſiſtance; for whatever 
they contributed to the Support of the King, it 
was owing to his prudent and faithful Manage- 
ment that it was ſufficient; whatever were the 
Contributions they made to the King before, 
they were not enough to make him eaſy, hut 
whatever they were afterwards, there Was no 
want to make the King uneaſy, for his Method in 
the Manazery (ſays the fame Hiſtorian in another 
place) gave the King great Eaſe, contented and kept 
the Famly in better Order than could reaſonably have 
been expected, and was the more ſatisfattory. by the 
yo Care and Order that had been obſerv'd all the Time 
before. And it was but juſt that the precedent 
Ixregularity, which made the Task more diffi- 
cult, ſhould make his Performance the more 
ſatisfactory. | „ 

* He ro jęctor De, Si 

tal, Rr ou wy eh x wi Pens, Ooty Fn 
20 it I bow from bis o Words, be ſaid, He could not hear to ſee 
the common Soldiers, who had ſpent their Strength in qui Service, 
to beg at our Doors, and therefore did what be could v0 femove ſuch 
« Scandal io the Kingdom, And 
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| Funeral of Sir Stephen Fox, K. 9 

And when the King return'd, and had recei- 
ved his Kingdom, his good and faithful Servant: 
was then to receive his Reward, and he had then 


| 
as great Authority given him as over many Ci- | 
ties. He was then ſet to govern the Expences of | 


* one of the greateſt Courts in Europe. But every 
is Reward he receiv'd entitled him to a further Re- 
d ward: For diſcharging the firſt Truſt, his Re- 
e Ward was a greater Truſt; accordingly he was 
C made Pay-Maſter of the Army ; and the faith- 
it ful Diſcharge of that again gave him a Title, 
e- and recommended him ſtill to a further Truſt. 
1C So he reſted in none, till he was advanc'd to be 
e; One of the Lords of the Treaſury; in which 
2t Place he was thought ſo very Serviceable, that, 
10 hen he could not have auy thing Greater (un- 
in leſs he had been rais'd above the Degree of a 
er Commoner, which he would never have yielded 
pt to) he was kept in it above Twenty Years; which 
ve was more perhaps than could ever be ſaid of any 
he Man but himſelf; And the longer he continued 
ne in thoſe, or other Places of great Truſt; the 
nt more and greater Places he went through, the 
I- more and greater Proofs he ſtill gave of a Capa- 
re city above them all; and of a Mind above all 


Corruption; fo that he was allowed to get a 
great Eſtate in Places at Court, without ever 
having his Integrity once call'd in quettion : A 
rare Felicity with our Great Men! and ſcarce 
ever to be expected in a Kingdom divided as this, 
wherein great Part, I fear I may ſay one half of 
the Nation, ſets it {elf to believe, and to ſpeak 
ill of the other. 
B It 
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It was indeed the ſingular Happineſs of Sir 
Stephen Fox, to have the univerſal good Will, and 
ood Word of all Sides; of which a late Occaſion 
— to give a very full Teſtimony. When 
Mr. Fox, his beloved Son, died, who had been 
Repreſeatative for the Neighbouring City of 
New Sarum, in many Parliaments ; his Father, 
among the other Circumſtances of his Affliction, 
look'd upon himſelf to be depriv'd of the Satiſ- 
faction he had long had in ſerving, in his own 
Perſon, or his Sons, for that City ; for which he 
ever retain'd a particular Kindneſs. But that his 
Kindneſs for the Place prevaiPd on him to reſume 
the Thoughts of taking his Seat in Parliament 
again, and at his Age to take a Reſolution to 
offer his Service again. This was in the height 
of our Diviſions, when it might have been thought 
impoſſible to have found a Man in whom the two 
contending Parties ſhould agree: but he was one 
With whom all were pleaſed ; and he was unani- 
mouſly choſen in the 87th Year of his Age; and 
fat in Parliament in the Reign of our preſent So- 
vereign King GEORGE; and filld the fame 


Place he had fat in about the Middle of the laſt 
Century, when he was Member for the ſame 
City, immediately after the Reſtoration of King 


Charles the Second. And in that his laſt Seſſion 
he was often ſeen to attend the Houſe, as if not 
his Lite only, but his Youth had been extended 
to that length. And now after the Concluſion 


of ſo long a Lite, we cannot but obſerve it was 


before he came to any of the Infirmities of Old 
Age, which could make his Life 8 
| 4 either 
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Funeral of Sir Stephen Fox, N.. 11 
either to himſelf, his Friends, or his Servants. 


And now it has pleaſed God to take him out of 
the World, it may be hard to find any one Man 
I:ft in, it, who would be thouglit worthy of the 


ſame Eiteem by two oppolite Parties, or in 


whom both Sides would place the fame Confi- 
dence they plac'd in Him. e Fe 

It muſt be own'd, Wiſdom doth not beſtow 
all the ſame Happineſs on every one that findeth 


her; but diſtributes to them their Portion in a 


very different meaſure, with more Reaſon than 


We are at-preſent able to diſcern: Her Bounty to 


him was as if ſhe emptied both her Hands, and 


held back nothing from him. He had the Bleſ- 
ſing of her Right Hand in the Length of his Days; 
few fince the firſt Ages of the World have ſeen 


more good Days than he. And he had thoſe of 


her L-ft Hand in his Riches and Honour; very few 
' have been known to abound-more in Riches got 
by their own Induſtry; and we have known no 
Man get the like with ſo clear a Character, and 
carry a good Name like his to the Grave. In- 
deed he wanted nothing that could contribute tq 
ſo ſingular a Happineſs. - He had many Vertues 
that were a Guard to his Character; as the gene- 
ral Civility and Courteſy he us'd to all Men; 


which was the Effect not of his good Breeding 
only, but of his good Will to all Men: And 
much of that was to be ſeen (it ſhone forth) in 


his Countenance, that Language in which Men 
naturally ſpeak Truth. There was a great deal 
of Sincerity appeared in all his Profeſſions of 


Kindneſs to his Friends; and that was mightily 
B 2 contirm'd 
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confirm'd by the readineſs that was ever found 
in him to anſwer thoſe Profeſſions by real Ser- 
vices to any who could have the leaſt Pretence 
to ask a Favour of him: His readineſs to ſerve 
them always gave ſuch Satisfaction, that it would 
be Injuſtice to deny him that Character that hath . 
been allow'd to one Man in Power in the World 
| 3 that no Man ever came from him diſſatis- 
hed. able He 
But among his many Vertues, which in ſo pe- 
culiar a manner endear'd him to all Men, and 
will endear his Memory to all Poſterity, the Prin- 
cipal was that which is the Principal Grace in 
the Chriſtian Religion, his Charity, which was 
unconfin'd; it was ſeen to be as general as the 
Wants of the Poor, and that will be ſeen for ever 


in his ſettled Charities in the ſeveral * Counties 
| where he had any Concern ; and what is little 


leſs remarkable than his vaſt Expence in all his 
Good Works, he had the Heart to do them all in 
his Life time. 

He ſhew'd a ſpecial Regard, and more gene- 


rous Kindneſs to all that could claim the Benefit 
of Relation to him: That was ſuch, ſo Liberal, 
and in ſo many and various Inſtances, as may in- 


cline us to believe it might, for his Time, be of 


_ 
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* In Suffolk be built an Hoſpital at Brome. 
In Northamptonſhire an Hoſpital at Aſhby. 3-4 | 
In Somerſetſhire 4 Charity - School ar Redlinch, where 9 Girls are 
teugbi to Rad, aud to Work; are Dieted, Ladg d and Cloath'd, and 4 
Fund is ſettled for the putting them out. n 
An Account bath been given of bis Hoſpital and Charfty-School in 
Wiltſhire. TY 
as 
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oblig'd them to do good in a Meaſure anſwera- 
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as great Advantage to his Relations, as the Pri- 
viledges that are enjoy'd by the Kindred of the 
moſt Munificent Founder in either of our Uni- 
verfatiess + n ;3 willT 9 51 

And for his neareſt, or his Domeſtick Relati- 
ons, as he was a Husband, a Parent, or a Maſter: 


They who were generally near him; they who 


ſaw him in the daily exerciſe of many Vertues: 
who faw his religious and prudentGovernment in 
his Family,his own Exemplary Piety,his conſtant 
Charity, his ſtrict Temperancein the great Abun- 


dance of his Fortune and of his Hoſpitality, the 


ſweetneſs and chearfulneſs of his Temper, which 
heeverhad likehis Health, with little-or no Inter- 
ruption. They who ſaw moſt of his, Wiſdom, and 
were moſt particularly intereſted in it, who were 
all Sharers in the Rewards of it (for he always 
lov'd to haye even the meaneſt of his Servants 
thrive under him) they all knew his Value, and 


were ſo highly ſenſible of their Happineſs in him, 


that I believe I may ſay even the Loſs of him will 
not be able to add to the Senſe they had of the 


* 


Bleſſing whilſt they enjoy d it. 


. U 
. 


And he was not. leſs happy in his Family, His 


firſt. Lady was in her ſelf, no {mall addition to the 


Felictty of his Lite, Who brought with her many 

— Vertues, particularly the like bountiful 
Diſpoſitzan to joyn with his, She was gften us'd 
to expreſs a very great Senſe of the Plenty of 


Bleſſings God had given, them, and wathreſpe&t 


to the Riches ſhe {aw flowing in upon them, ſbe 
was often heard to ſay to her Husband, that it 


ble: 
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14 4A SERMON Preachdat th 
ble : And not a few of the great Things that 
were done for His Relations, were known to be 
firſt mov'd by Her; and none of his Deſigns in 
tavour of Them ever wanted her Encouragement, 
but ſhe ſtill promoted them: She always fur- 
t ier'd them, and many times improv'd them. 
And this, after ſhe had brought him a Nume- 
rows Iſſue,” which tho it adds a Value to a Man's 
Riches, making what before was for Life only, 
become Inheritance; yet it often encloſes what 
would otherwiſe be of more common Benefit 
And his Happineſs in his Children by that La- 
dy was {like all his Felicity) more than common; 
and how much Children are commonly eſteem'd 
to add to the happieſt Circumſtances of the 
greateſt Men, we may judge from that paſſionate 
Expreſſion of Abraham, when in the greateſt 
"abundance of Bleſſings he was at that Time 
poſſeſs d of With an expreſs Aſſurance of grea- 
er, he ſaid unto God, Lord what wilt thou give 

me, ſeeing Igo Childleſs?' . W le 
Now there is an AMfliction, which commonly 
goes along with the Bleſſing f long Life, and 
Which no Man can hope to eſcape, who hath 
© his Life extended fo far beyond what is com- 
mon: fo far beyond the Age of Man as to Nine 
ty Tears: And that is to ſee moſt of our neareſt 


Relations, even our Children, go down to the 


Grave before us. And from this, the Per- 
ſon whoſe Length of Days we are now 
conſidering, was not exempt. He buryed his 
Lady, and all her Children but * one, who is 
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Funeral of Sir Stephen Fox, Ky. 15 
now living, and hath many Deſcendants from 
her in one of the nobleſt Families of this Na- 
tion. But I would rather look upon this in ano- 
ther Light, which may ſhew it among the 
Bleſſings of his Life. The greateſt Stranger to 
to the Family will ſuppoſe (if but from their 
Education only) the Death of his Children, to 
have been the Death of the Righteous. Now tho 
we yield. ſo far to Natural Affection, as to ſuffer 
it to afflict us with Sorrow at the Death of our 
Friends, yet when we have recourſe to our 
Faith, and we truſt they are Happy in another 
Life, we ſhall find a Hope, and a J, greater 
than our Sorrow. And when God was pleas'd 
ſo to make tryal of his Faith and Obedience, and I 
don't know whether there be any greater Ty 
of Both than the Death of our deareſt, Freinds 
and Relations ; or whether any thing can be a 
greater Proof of Both, than a due Submiſſion to 
the Divine Will on thoſe Occaſions : I ſay, 
when God was pleas'd ſo to make Tryal of his 
Faith of Obedience; and He, with great Submiſ- 
ſion to the Will of God, reſfign'd thole whom 
he eſteemed the chiefeit of his Bleſſings to 
him from whoſe Goodneſs he receiv'd them; 


this muſt certainly give him greater Aſſurance 
than he could have before of his Faith and Truft in 
God, and of the Reſignation of his Will to the 
Divine Providence, God had before made a ve- 


ry Different Tryal of his Faithfulneſs, by com- 


miting to his Charge, a great Treaſure, which 


he, like a faithful Steward, diſpens d according 
to the Directions of his Lord, (ſuch a Flow of 
1 N Pro- 
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Proſperity might have been too ſtrong for 4 
weaker Mind: it is often ſeen to carry Mens 
Thoughts clear off from Religion, to cauſe Men 
to think leſs of God, and their Dependence up- 
on Him, and to forget their Truſt and their Du- 


ty to him.) But the Stedfaſtneſs of Man's Faith 
is beſt ſeen in his Aflictions, thoſe J have been 


ſpeaking of; eſpecially wherein too many, I 
fear, of the beſt among us forget their Duty to 
God; or do not ſufficiently conſider the Obe. 
dience they owe to His Will; and therefore 


nothing will ſo aſſure a Man's Hear: before 


God, as when he can approve his Submiſſion in 
the ſevereſt Inſtances of thoſe Afflictions. Iam 
ſure, there is nothing can afford him the like 


Comfort and Satisfaction all his Life after, as 


as when he can fay, now I know that I feat 
God, ſince I have ſhewn no Reluctancy, and 
have felt no Diſcontent at his taking from me 
the Perſon, whoſe Life of all others, I ſhould 


moſt have deſired; when I am ſatisfied, that I 


have not by any Reluctancy to his Will, with- 
held my Wife, or my Son, or would not have 
with-held my only Son from him. 

Happy is that Man whoſe Heart does not con- 


demn him for any immuderate Sorrow on theDeath” 


of his deareſt Friends or Relations; which to 


a good Man, is of all others the ſharpeſt Try- 


al, and in which very fe good Men are able to 
hold faſt their Righteouſneſs ; but that this excel- 
lent Perſon held his, like holy Job, we have great 
reaſon to believe, becauſe we have ſeen him 
rewarded like Him, in that God bleſſed his _ 

ud, 
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his | 
« | undoubtedly believe) advanc'd him in the King- 


End, 48 he did his Beginning; when God gave 
him, at ſo great an Age, more Sons and Daugh- 
ters: And the Felicity he was known to 
enjoy in his Lady now Living, and his Children 
by Her, is no ſmall reaſon to induce us to 
look upon them, as Remards of his Submiſſion 
to the Divine Providence, when he parted with 
his firſt Lady and her Children, with ſo much Re- 
ſignation to his Will, who before had given them 
to him, and then was pleas'd to take them to 
himſelf. 2 R | 
But as we have obſery'd in the few Reflecti- 
ons made on his Life, how he was remov'd from 
one Place of Honour and Profit to another, as 
the ſeveral Temporal Rewards of his Wiſdom : 
let us now turn our Reflections to his laſt Re- 
move to his Final and greateſt Reward in his E- 
verlaſting Happineſs of the other Lite : for we 
put an End to the 
of his Wiſdom. All he receiv'd on 
great ſoever it may ſeem, is but the 
of it. His Godlineſs has the Promiſe . 
not of this Lifeonly, but of that which is tocome; 
Works follow him, and have (as we 


muſt not look on this Death to 
Recom 
Earth, 
leaſt 


dom of Heaven, where the Leaſt is Greater than 
” could be made in this or any Earthly King- 
om. | 

On Earth Length of Days washis Reward : In 
Heaven Eternal Life ; and the greateſt Length of 
Days, or the longeſt Life upon Earth, bears not 
the. leaſt Proportion to Eternity; and-therefore 
He who is Eternal : "2 Son of God, ſpeaks 4 

a 
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all the Time of this World but as one Day, and 
of all the Goſpel Age, or of all the Ages of 
Chriſtianity, but. as one Hour, but as the laſt 
Hour. 0 11 44s in 
i Here he — — — — N F- bag 
if a Man co perfectly Happy in Riches a! 
Honour, he might have — 10 but the Soul 
of Man hath Affections and Deſires, which all 
the Treaſure, and all the Glory of this World 
are toolittle to ſatisſie; as its Lowe of God and its 
Deſire of enjoying Him. We have ſeen his Love 
of God, we have an Inſtance of it before our 
Eyes in the Structure, under whoſe Roof we 
now ſtand; and there are many other * like In- 
ſtances of his Pie to be ſeen. And now in 
his Heavenly State; wherein his Love is made 
Perfect, he is admitted into the Preſence of God, 
whom he lowd, to ſtand Before him for ever, in 
whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of Joy. | Prin 
His great Deſire here was to pleaſe God, and 
he is now in that Happy State that is perfectly 
ſuited to that holy Deſire, Where he is out of Danger 


A 


8 . 5 ** 


Je built another Church at Culford in Suffolk. He Pew'll tbe 
Body of the Cathedral Church of Sarum in à very near manner, ſuitable 
the Neatneſs of that Church, to which be was many other ways « 
great Beneſaflor. _ | i 1 * 

In the North Part of Wilts be built a Chancel intirely new, where be 
was not at all concerned in the Tithes, bat the Reflor nos being able 
70 do, it mov'd him to build it. | 30) 

There is another Chancel, in 4 manner new built by bim, at Redlinch 
in Somerſetſhire, where be purchaſed rhe great Tithes of | the Value. of 
go l. per Annum lately, being induced to make that Purchaſe by ibe 
meanneſs of the Vicarage, and the ill Condition in which te ſaw ibe 
Church and Chancel, which be repair d immediately, and appropriated tbe 
is bole to ſeveral Charitable Uſes. 


. of ever offend 
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God more, and where he ſhall 
never ſee any thing that is diſpleaſing to him. 
[Whereas in this imperfect State; the beſt of 
Men have reaſon to fear there is not a Day 
paſſes, wherein they do not offend God: how- 
evet, they muſt every Day that paſſes, ſee ageneral 
Neglect of Him, in a general Neglect of his 
Morſbip, and very commonly a Profane Contempt 
of him, in the Profaneneſs, and great Wick- 
edneſs, that is common in the World. And it 
may not be the leaſt among the Conſolations of 
à Righteous Soul as its Separation from the 
Body, that it is going to leave this Evil World ; 
A Placeof much Natural, but o more Moral Evil. 
In this Life, whilſt we are in the , and 


tlie Soul is fetter'd with ſuch Affection to it, 


as'makes it very hard to be. reconciled to our 


Diſſolution : The moſt Pious Chriſtian may ſcarce 


be able to riſe to St. Paul's Wiſh, ſo as to deſire 
to be/Diffoly'd to be with Chrift ; yet we cannot 


doubt, but when the Diſſolution is made, the 


Soul rejoyces in the Happineſs it finds in its ſe- 
parate Eſtate with Chriſt, and praiſes God tor it, 
and would be very unwilling to return to its 


former Eſtate in the Body. When I think of 


the Death of St. John the Beloved Diſciple, (who 


Vas diſtinguiſh'd from tlie reſtof the Diiciples by 
that Character, and by that length of Days 
which ſeem'd to be granted him as a Mark of 


that peculiar Love of Chriſt to him) I am not 
2 little affected with the Joy I imagine He had 


immediatly upon his Diſſolution, when he found 
himſelf again with 3 ſo long abſence 
44800. a , 2 * 


from. 


was a Bleſſing to Him, to his F 


it? What could he have regretted the Loß of? 
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from Him: When he came to be with Him 
in that everlaſting, immutable State, wherein he 
was never more to be parted from Him. T 


could not conſider the length of his Days who 


hath been the Subject of my Diſcourſe, eſpe- 
cially as he had ſuch Strength, and Vigour to 
the laſt, but it would lead my Thoughts to that 
Diſciple, of whom it was ſaid, that he ſhould not die: 


And what was fo often Remark'd of Him, I 


need not ſcruple to ſay of this pious Perſon, 
That He was a Diſciple whom Jeſus loved. 
And after the great length of his Days, which 
Publick, to the World ; could he have any _ 
upon Earth, even 1n his happy Circumſtances, 
Engaging, as to make him unwilling to be ta- 
ken from it? If it had pleasd God, before 
the Concluſion of his Life, tro have given him 
Notice of it by any previous Sickneſs that ſhews 
the approach ef Death, can we believe He 


would have thought all the Happineſs of the 
Life he was to quit, worthy his looking back 


upon? unleſs to Praiſe God for it. Could he 
have thought it worthy of his looking back with 
any Deſire to it, or any Regret at his leavin 


A few Goods, which he fled here, for ſo I 
may call all his Store, in compariſon of his Trea- 


fare in Htaven, Or, could he be loth to leave 


a Life, which even in its happieſt Circumſtances, 


* ſuch as His were, is a mixt State of Good and 
Evil, of Pleaſure and Diſpleaſure? No 


What is hardeſt to a god Man to leave at his 


Death 


F re 


E 
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Death (and what queſtionleſs would have been 
ſo to him) are the Friends and Relations he is to 
take a final leave of, But the beſt of Husbands, 
and the beſt of Fathers, muſt be a better Chriſti 
an than to love Wife or Children more than God. 


oy, Who enjoy God; who 
ine God, becauſe 


than barely Reconcile us to Death? When he bids 
us come to him : If Nature ſhould ſhew ſome 
Fear, and we ſhould begin to fink, yet if Chriſt 
be then pleaſed to ſtretch forth his Hand to Sup- 
port'us, ſhould we not go to him * and 
might we not look upon it as the laſt Pleaſure of 
our Life, to ſee it Expiring? — 
But if God was pleaſed to with-hold from this 
Righteous Perſon, the Joy and Comfort theremay 


be in the Death of the Righteous ; he being 


thought not to have been ſenſible at his Death, 
yet no doubt he had before, in the midſt of Life, 
often taſted of that Comfort in his uſual Medita- 
rions on Death; for perhaps no Man of the weak- 
eſt, or moſt craiſie Conſtitutioh, liv'd under a 

ter Senſe of his Mortality than he. And if 


Bod thought not fit to give him any Notice of 


Deaths approaching towards him, we may be- 
lieve he ſaw he wanted none: We may preſume 
ſo far qa the ſame Goodneſs, which granted him 
not have 
denied him a few mare to prepare for WW 
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if he bad ſeen it needful for lim. We have Well, 
that he bad long before done what few Mew do 


when they prepane for Death: He had ſertled 
nme, aria he un t be one of thoſe 


Juſt Perſons who needed no Repentance; yet we 
may believe him to be receivd into the bleſſed 
Manſions of the Saints with — — 
at his Entry, not a few Righteous Souls might 
meet him full of Acknowledgments of his Kind. 
neſs to them on Earth, in feeding them when they 
were Hungry, and clothing them when they were Na- 
ted, and making ſuch Proviſion for/all the Necef. 
ſities of their Bodies, as left them no Care but of 
providing for that other Life, in-which they 
then rejoyc'd to fee their Benefactor; certain 
they muſt feel a particular Joy in his Happineſs, 
ho had contributed fo much to Theirs, by his 
Charity, both to their Bodies, and their Souls. 
And now in what hath been {aid of the-Wiſ- 
fom, the Religion and Virtue of our deveaſed 
Friend for (ſuch he was to all who-had the Ho- 
nour to be known to him) it can't be imagin d 
that any thing hath been ſaid to flatter his Memo- 
ry, when I have ſaid no more than the World 
knows of him: Much leſs can it be done to pleaſe 
any-of his ſurviving Relations, wha muſt needs 
know more Good of him than the World does, 
. and a great deal more than I have touch'd on. 
lift Jo avoid all Suſpicion of ſo mean a Practice from 


ll the Pulpit, I have declin'd the Character, the 
wt great Character, I might juſtly have given, of the 
"et neareſt Relation he hath left behind him: His 

fſurriving Lady, I choſe rather barely n 
Wit. * | 0 


ſa 


ſo remarkable 4 Bleſſing to Him. It may be. 
ſteen'd a publick Bleſſing to have his Nadiv d- 
tnned to anther Age, In än Heir tc h Bftatey 
and We may hope to his Vertues . He Will havey 
in his Nane, a conſtant Monitor to! direct him 
to chat Wiſdom whith made it ſo Beloved! and 
Revetenccd for an Age down to the Time it was 
leſt t him. bei mot a 
And ia che ketle T have ſaid of him, T 
not have it imagin'd, I could have any Thoughts 
of attempting a juſt Character of him, or that I 
could hope in ſo ſmall a Compaſs to deſcribe ſo 
Long and fo Good a Life: A Lite ſo uſeful to the 
laſt Age, and ſo Exemplary to this, that if L 
were capable of giving a juſt Deſcription of it, It 
ſhould judge it the beſt and moſt inſtructive Ser- 
mon 1 Preach... os 
But from the few Reflections IJ have made on 


the Life of this Excellent Perſon, we may partly 


judge of the Good he has done in the World, and 
we may hope the Example of ſo pious and uſeful 
a Life may yet do a | deal more Good. His 
Life alone, if we had a juſt Account of it, might 
of it ſelf be enough (could we hope to have it ſo 
far conſider?d) to Thame the Church of Rome out 
of their idle way of Cloiſtering up ſuch Num- 
bers of Men, and many of them, it may de of 
the greateſt Abilities, who all put together, have 
not in an Age done the Good, this one Man hath 
done by his Wiſdom, as he employ'd it with ſo 
much Diligence and Induſtry in the World. 

And Happy ſhall we be, if the great Encourage- 


ments to a Vertuous and Religious Life, which 
we 
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